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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
  
Dear Parents 
 
This Sunday’s gospel reading gives us a glimpse 
about reconciliation.  We have the famous parable of 
the two sons and the father.  Lent is about 
transformation.  We are urged to get up and move 
ahead. There is a new possibility if we are willing to 
follow God’s call.  “Son you are always with me and all 
that I have is yours.” 
 
The “Triple P” parenting program will be held in the 
evenings as requested by the majority of parents.  The 
dates are Sept 1, 8,15th, 22nd commencing at 7pm at 
St Cecilia’s Balgowlah.  Online registration will be 
available closer to the set dates. 
 
The earthlings reported back after “Rubbish Free 
Thursday” last week.  Alexandra and Georgie collected 
data from 43 children as we wanted to find out if there 
had been a change in practise re the amount of plastic 
and wrapping being used.  
18- put something in worm farm, 7 didn’t bring plastic 
in their lunches, 13 placed recess and lunch in the one 
container, 5 other responses.  They did collect a bagful 
of rubbish that had been thrown on the ground.  Next 
Thursday will again be Rubbish Free.  
 
Have you been part of an e learning conference yet!  A 
National E Conference will be held on Tuesday 18 
May 2010 and a number of parents have already 
expressed their interest in attending.  The conference 
will be held from 10.30am to 3.15pm and the topic is 
Mary-The First Disciple.  All you need to do is 
complete the interest form and come along on the day. 
Please be on time and be prepared to share and 
discuss.   We will gather in the school library and there 
may be a donation towards lunch and morning tea. 
This promises to be an exciting day.  
 
The first session regarding commencing a School 
Board at St Cecilia’s was held last night in the school 
library.  Questions were answered including  
What does a school board do?   Support principals, 
parish priests in strengthening the relationship of 
schools with their parishes, to nourish the school as 
part of the parish, to share the responsibility for the 
well being of the whole school, within the beliefs 
traditions, values and teachings of the church.  

Who joins a school board and how is it elected?   
By invitation then a process to discern if they are able 
to serve the school community by engaging in the 
collaborative mission of a school board. 
How often are meetings held?  In the early stages 
perhaps once a month. 
What issues does a school board deal with?   The 
Board does not deal with issues as such, the principal 
may engage the board in strategic planning, policy 
development, relationship building, strengthening the 
Catholic mission of the school etc. 
What power does the school board have?  The 
Board is accountable to the Bishop through the 
Director of Schools.  
Where does the P&F fit in?  The P&F supports the 
school’s strategic plan, fosters positive community 
relationships, provides social activities, and fundraising 
for resources.  A member of P&F can be a member of 
the Board. 
 
Australian Curriculum 
The Commonwealth, State and Territory governments 
agreed in 2008 that an Australian curriculum initially 
for English, Mathematics, Science and History should 
be developed.  Phase 1 of the Australian curriculum, 
initially referred to as the national curriculum, has been 
published for consultation.  Mrs Harding and myself 
are involved in consultative committees for the 
Mathematics and English curriculum respectively.   
ACARA intends the phase 1 implementation of the 
Australian curriculum to be early 2011.  Phase 2 
curriculum development involves geography, the arts 
and languages.  
 
There was great excitement at Warringah pool last 
week when the St Cecilia’s swimming team won the 
Peninsula cluster of schools swimming trophy. 
Congratulations to our team and thankyou to Mrs 
Church and Mrs Smith for their organisation and 
supervision of the team.  
 
The PDHPE K-6 syllabus taught at St Cecilia’s covers 
a wide range of topics including relationships, drug 
use, human sexuality, child protection, movement skill 
development and fitness. Some of the content in this 
curriculum area is sensitive and the school recognises 
this by teaching about these issues within the context 
of Catholic values and a developmentally appropriate 
K-6 PDHPE program. 



Parents of children in Year 5/6 have been invited to an 
evening on Tuesday 23 March commencing at 7pm in 
the school library which has a focus on sexual health. 
All interested parents are welcome to attend this 
information evening.  
 
Omnibus Glorificetur Deus 
In all things may God be glorified  
 

  
Mrs Suellen Garey  
Principal 
 

 

Staff Development Day 
Pupil Free - Friday 12 March 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

 
YEAR 2 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
Year 2 have begun work on their Lenten unit, “A time 
for Prayer.”  This unit focuses on the prayerful aspect 
of Lent and the opportunities the Lenten Season offers 
students to reflect upon types of prayer and places to 
pray.  Students will be given a variety of experiences 
of both formal and informal prayer settings.  Students 
will be encouraged to appreciate the value of silence in 
prayer and will provide students with opportunities to 
look for, know and find God within themselves. 
 

SCHOOL NEWS 
 
TERM 1 DATES 
March 
Fri 12 Staff Development Day 
Mon 15 Catholic Schools Week & Yr 5/6 Camp & 

Year 1 Prayer Assembly 
Thur 18 Yrs 3/4 Soccer Gala Day 
Wed 24 Yr 6 Cluster Mass 
Fri 26 Fathers’ Friday Yrs 2 & 4 only 
Mon 29 Year 5/6 Prayer Assembly and Respect 

Core Value Awards 
April 
Thur 1 Easter Picnic and School Cross Country 

   Last Day Term 1 
 
FAMILIES COME GATHER 2010  
The dates for the Families Come Gather Class 
Masses are as follows: 
 
·  28 Feb – Year 5/6 
·  28 March – Year 1 
·  30 May – Year 2 
·  1 August – Year 3 ���������	��
�������
���	�� �
·  31 October – Kindergarten 
·  7 Nov – Year 4 
 
Please put these dates in your diary.  This year the 
dates are not always the first Sunday of the month. 
 
 

ROSARY 
During Lent the Rosary will be prayed in the Church 
every Wednesday at 1:00pm.  All parents and children 
are welcome to come along.   
 
CHESS 
Chess starts next Monday lunchtime – please register 
on the tear off slip below if you have not done so 
already – limited places available. 
 
UNIFORM ORDERS 
The office is holding uniform packages for the 
following families:  Gazzard; Hamer; Remedios, 
McCauley; Carberry and Feros.  These orders may be 
collected following payment.  Please contact Mrs 
Walmsley in the office.   
 
LIBRARY  
·  RESHELVING - I would like help with reshelving 

books on Thursday mornings.  It should only take 
about 30 mins when the children go in. 

·  PRESCHOOL STORYTIME - There will not be 
Storytime next Thursday, 18 March, as I will have 
Library lessons on Thursday as I am at a 
Librarians’ meeting on Wednesday. 

  Mrs Tyte, Teacher/Librarian 
 
READ WITH ME 
Congratulations to the following readers: 
CLUB 25: G Taylor, N Hillier, S Chiswell, N Smyth, B 
Paddison 
CLUB 50: I Feros, L Foster  
CLUB 75:  A Smyth, J Conners, L Mattes,  
CLUB:  L Helm, G Mattes 

Mrs Tyte, Teacher/Librarian 
 
PENINSULA SWIMMING REPRESENTATIVES  
Congratulations to the team who travelled to Mingara 
on the Central Coast yesterday evening to represent 
the Peninsula at the Broken Bay Carnival.  Well done 
to all swimmers and congratulations to T Brown, G 
Sweetnam and A Patrick Dunn who will now go on to 
represent Broken Bay at the Polding Carnival. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
COMMUNITY PRAYER 
During Lent we are encouraged to pray, therefore 
community prayer will take place each Tuesday 
morning for the duration of Lent.  We will gather 
together again on Tuesday 16 March at 9:15am in the 
school library.  We will use “The Reflection” to pray.  
“The Reflection” has been developed by the Australian 
Catholic Bishops and uses the Lectio Divina model of 
prayer to reflect on the coming Sunday’s Gospel.  Put 
this date in your diary and come and pray with us. 
 
HAPPY HATS FOR HAITI DAY  
We raised $210 for the earthquake victims in Haiti on 
our Happy Hats for Haiti Day.  Congratulations to all 
children who donated money to this worthy cause. 
There were some wonderful hats created for the day 
as well as some special hats being worn to school. 
 
 



NATIONAL eCONFERENCE MARY – FIRST 
DISCIPLE 
The school will be a venue for the National eConfernce 
this year.  The eConfernce theme is Mary – First 
Disciple.  The eConference will take place on Tuesday 
18 May 2010 in St Cecilia’s School library from 
10:30am – 3:15pm.  Look out for more information to 
follow.  
 

P&F NEWS 
 
P&F DATES   
·  Friday 26 March Father’s Friday (Yr 2 and 4) 
·  Wed 12 May Executive Meeting 7.30 
·  Wed 26 May General Meeting 7.30 

 
P&F NEWS 
  Wow...you will want to visit the uniform 
ladies when you see the new uniform shop! 

You will probably want to join the team!  This week our 
Uniform Committee is preparing to move in.  It will take 
a little time to set up, but then its business as we have 
never seen it!  The new uniform shop is located at the 
back of the hall.  Keep your eye on the newsletter for 
opening hours etc.  For the moment we will keep with 
the existing system.  If you’re interested in helping out, 
for a couple of hours or on a roster in our new shop, 
please come along and talk to the Uniform Committee. 
 
Have you placed your order for the 2009 Yearbook? 
Please RSVP as we can not add to the order or pay 
for another print run. 
 
At this stage we don’t have a Yearbook Co-ordinator 
for 2010.  Would it be ok if the Class parents continue 
to gather photos/info for their class pages, just in case 
we can go ahead this year?  We wouldn’t want to miss 
out on Term 1 events and news! 
 
Thank you so much to the parents who have joined the 
fundraising Golf Committee.  We do need 
representatives from Years 1, 3 and 5/6.  Perhaps the 
‘experienced parents’ in 3 and 5/6 could come on 
board to help guide, advise and support our less 
‘experienced parents’ in K, 1 and 2.  Perhaps 
someone could come on board to simply co-ordinate 
the team. 
 
2010 Fundraising/Golf News – So far…. 
K D Laird, R Gazzard, M Smyth, T Cameron and 

M Carberry 
1  
2 K Conners and O Fisk 
3  
4 G Amate and R Sweetnam 
5/6  

Lisa  
 
YEAR 5/6 NIGHT OUT 
A reminder that the 1st social event for Yr 5/6 is Friday 
the 19 March at David & Francine house. 
7.30pm BYO a plate to share and drinks. 
 
YEAR 4 TAKE A SEAT THAI  
As the men have an opportunity in Week 9 to catch up 
at Fathers’ Friday, 26 March, we thought that the 

women might like to gather for dinner at Take A Seat 
Thai, Seaforth, 7pm, Tuesday 23 March.  Of course, if 
men want to come along too, they would be most 
welcome.  RSVP P Chiswell  or J Scholes. 
 

        �
 

ST PATRICK’S DAY  
 

Wednesday 17 March 
Green food at the Crunch Café 

Morning Tea – nothing over $1 
Green Jelly 

Green Cakes and Biscuits 
Green Fruit & Treats 

 
We look forward to lots of yummy Green 

donations. Please leave all donations at the 
café before 10.00am. (No lollies please) 

 
Canteen Roster 12:15pm - 13:45pm 
Friday, 12 March - Pupil free day 
Monday, 15 March - G Delaney 
Wednesday, 17 March - J Eaton 
 
We need volunteers for Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday of week 9 and 10.  If you think that you may be 
free either of those days please email 
crunchcafe@gmail.com stating day and date 
preference. 
 
DPC NEWS. 
A Housego and F Lee are your school representatives 
on the Diocesan Parent Council for Peninsular Cluster, 
Broken Bay Diocese.  We are meeting tonight for the 
first time this year with other schools in our cluster.  
These meetings are about sharing parents’ 
experiences in schools and of ideas where we can 
help each other as parents within the school 
community.  Minutes and news from the meeting will 
be posted on our notice board.  If you would like us to 
take any ideas to the meeting, don't hesitate to contact 
us or catch us in the playground.  
 
In other news, The Diocesan Parent Council of Broken 
Bay is hosting a lecture by Robert Fitzgerald AM.  The 
topic is “Leading Catholic Schools into the Future.  
How you can make a difference.”  He will address 
issues regarding the future for education and our place 
as Catholic Schools in it.  Following the lecture will be 
an opportunity for people to address several 
questions, using Robert’s thoughts as a springboard, 
to look at both our own schools and our wider Catholic 
community.  Robert Fitzgerald is a Commissioner on 
the Australian Productivity Commission and has a 
diverse background in commerce, law, and public 
policy and community services. 
·  When – This Monday March 8 2010. 
·  Time – The evening will commence with a light 

dinner at 6.30pm and the lecture at 7pm. 
·  Venue – Caroline Chisholm Centre, Building 2, 423 

Pennant Hills Road, Pennant Hills.  (Offices of the 
Catholic School Office - access is via City View 
Road). 



This event is free and if you would like to attend please 
RSVP immediately to Catherine Renfrew at 
parentcouncil@dbb.edu.au or on 98470340. 
 
If you would like to know more about this event, please 
contact Alison at ahousego@gmail.com or 
0466110277 or contact Catherine Renfrew. 
Alison Housego and Francine Lee 
DPC Representatives for St Cecilia's. 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 
MERCY CATHOLIC COLLEGE OPEN DAY.  
Come and see the Mercy Spirit in action with displays 
of work and class activities.  Meet the Principal, 
teachers and students on SUNDAY 21 MARCH 
between 11am – 2pm.  Mercy College, Chatswood 
offers quality Catholic education at an affordable price. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEAR – OFF  
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
CHESS AT LUNCHTIME   
 

My child ___________________________ would like 

to join the Chess group on Mondays at lunchtime. 

 

Signed: ______________________ 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 
  
2009 YEARBOOK ORDER FORM 
  
I would like to order ___________ yearbook/s. 
  
Enclosed:  Cash________  Cheque_________ 
  
Name:________________________________ 
  
Class:________________________________ 
  
= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = =  
 


