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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS

Dear Parents

Happy St Patrick’s Day to all our Irish families.
Have you heard the one......

Two Irish friends greeted each other while waiting their
turn at the bank window. "This reminds me of
Finnegan," remarked one.

"What about Finnegan?" inquired the other.

"Tis a story that Finnegan died, and when he greeted
St Peter, he said: 'lt's a fine job you've had here for a
long time." 'Well, Finnegan,' said St Peter, 'here we
count a million years as a minute and a million dollars
as a cent.' 'Ah!' said Finnegan, 'I'm needing cash.
Lend me a cent.' 'Sure,’ said St Peter, 'just wait a
minute."

This week is Catholic Schools Week. The beautiful
theme is “Open your Heart, Open your Mind”. Our
Open Day is on Wednesday 5 May. Please invite any
family interested in enrolling their child at St Cecilia’s
to our Open morning commencing at 9.30am in the
hall.

We were indeed privileged to have Bishop David
Walker visit our school last week. Bishop David visited
some of our classes and spoke with our mums
participating in The Lenten Reflection here on Tuesday
mornings at 9am. On 18 May we are excited to be
able to offer participation in an e-conference titled
Mary-The First Disciple. The national conference will
be online and a group from St Cecilia’s will gather in
the library to enjoy the day. We will use the interactive
whiteboard for the presentation. Commencing at
10.30am participants do not need any knowledge or
computer skills just a willingness to listen and discuss.
Invite a neighbour, mum or friend. For catering
purposes please give names to the office.

Once again | have been asked to speak to parents
who are dangerously pulling in to and out of the
driveway to collect children in White St. Parents are
leaving their cars whilst parked in White St to collect
children or chat in the playground. The parking
restriction in White St is “No Parking” 8.30am —
9.30am and 2.30pm — 3.30pm. Parents may drop off
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or pick up children but are not to leave their cars.
Whilst parents are chatting or away from their car
other parents are circling the block wanting a spot to
pick up or drop off. Please be considerate of all
parents and please be mindful of all children’s safety.
It is not just your child that needs to safely be collected
or dropped to school.

Yr 3/4 Soccer gala day is on tomorrow, Thursday, and
| thank the parents who have volunteered to manage
teams. Ms Ward and Mrs Harding will supervise the
children.

It is that time of year when we seek volunteers for Golf
Day. As the old saying goes “many hands make light
work” and | would like you to consider assisting in
some way. This year we are asking each grade to be
responsible for a part of Golf Day. We are not asking
anyone to take on a job alone. So please have a chat
to a friend and volunteer.

Thank you sincerely to Mrs Church and Mrs Gibson for
taking the children from Yr 5/6 to Challenge Ranch
over the past three days. The outdoor education camp
develops leadership skills as well as giving the
children the opportunity to try different activities such
as abseiling, archery and rock wall climbing. We look
forward to hearing of their adventures this afternoon
when they return.

I huge thank you to our Year Book girls who have
done a terrific job in preparing the 2010 Yearbook. |
have viewed the draft and it looks marvellous.
Congratulations to Kerri, Michelle and team. The year
book will hopefully be available in the next week or
two.

Throughout the year there are a number of parent
forums planned to inform and involve parents in
current educational issues and developments. Some
forums include
Parent Factor presenting “How Numeracy is
taught in school” May 6" and May 13"
PDHPE- Human Growth and Development
23" March,
Mary The First Disciple E- conference 18"
May,
Triple P Parenting Program Sept 1, 8, 15, 22.
The Australian Curriculum date TBA.
All parents are welcome to all forums.



Friday 26 March is Father’s Friday . Fathers of
children in Year 2 and Year 4 are invited to spend the
full day with their child. The aim of the day is for
fathers (or a significant male in the child’s life) to have
the opportunity to experience and share a day at
school with their child. It is a special time to share and
learn about how your child learns, how your child
mixes with their peers and other adults in the school
environment. Evaluations from previous years have
been extremely positive. So Dads please put the date
in the diary and come along, don'’t forget to order your
lunch from the Crunch Café.

Next Tuesday evening 23 March, an evening is
planned to present to parents the Human Growth and
Development strand from PDHPE K-6 syllabus taught
at St Cecilia’'s. Some of the content in this curriculum
area is sensitive and the school recognises this by
teaching about these issues within the context of
Catholic values and a developmentally appropriate K-6
PDHPE program. Parents of children in Year 5/6 have
especially been invited to the evening commencing at
7pm in the school library which has a focus on sexual
health. However all interested parents are welcome to
attend this information evening.

Omnibus Glorificetur Deus
In all things may God be
glorified

A C»o—‘?

Mrs Suellen Garey
Principal

Happy
St. Palrick’s
Day!

SCHOOL NEWS

TERM 1 DATES

March

Thur 18 Yrs 3/4 Soccer Gala Day

Wed 24 Yr 6 Cluster Mass

Fri 26 Fathers’ Friday Yrs 2 & 4 only

Mon 29 Year 5/6 Prayer Assembly and Respect
Core Value Awards

April

Thur1l  Easter Picnic and School Cross Country
End Term 1

Mon 19 Term 2 Commences

Wed 28 Peninsula X Country

May

Wed5 Open Day
Naplan Yrs 3 & 5 only

READ WITH ME

Congratulations to the following readers:
CLUB 25: C Kutra

CLUB 50: L McFarland, A Ferry

CLUB 75: W Collins

CROSS COUNTRY

Cross Country nomination forms were sent home on
Monday. If your child did not receive a nomination
form please see Mr Simpson. Nominations are due
to school by Friday 19 March  (8-10 yr olds must run

2k & 11-12 yr old 3km). All children (Kinder to Year 6)
are to wear their sport uniform on the day.

Our school Cross Country trials will be held on
Thursday 1 April from approx 11.45am as part of our
Easter picnic celebration at North Harbour Reserve.
The whole school will be participating in a walk of the
Cross Country Course prior to the running of the cross
country.

Mrs Tyte, Teacher/Librarian

P&F NEWS

P&F DATES

- Friday 26 March Father’s Friday (Yr 2 and 4)
Wed 12 May Executive Meeting 7.30pm
Wed 26 May General Meeting 7.30pm

P&F NEWS
Please take a look at the new school representative
sports jersey displayed in the office. Our jersey will
have the school crest and the name of our school in
white letters on the back. This jersey is going to be
worn on Gala Days and when representing our school
at sporting events (Yrs 3 — 6 only). Please complete
the ‘tear-off’ form on the third page of this newsletter
and return to the office by Friday 19"™. The information
we needis . ..
Would you prefer to buy this jersey ($25 each)?
Would you prefer to borrow one from a pool of
jerseys from the uniform shop (wash and return the
next day system)?

Some very keen (clever?) parents have started to
bid/bags tasks for their class for our Golf Day / Dinner!
In case you're wondering what types of activities are
available, below is a brief list (suggested, based on
previous years). If you or your class would like to grab
an activity (or suggest a new one), please feel free to
volunteer! Catch me or email.

Golf Day
- Invites

Sponsor and hole activities
Teams and registration
Clinics

Catering

Photography

Awards and Ceremony

Golf Dinner / Dance
- Invites / decorations
Menu / seating
Band / entertainment
Photography
Auction items (raffles, silent, major)
Lisa

En
St Patrick’s Day was a huge success today and a big

thank you to all who donated wonderful green treats
that the children loved!



Please collect your containers from the canteen TEAR — OFF

serving bench.

Today lunch orders for fathers in Yrs 2 & 4 were sent
home. Please complete and return no later than
Wednesday 24 March for Fathers’ Friday on 26
March (Yrs 2 & 4 only)

Café Roster

Fri 19 March  H Driessen

Mon 22 March L Roberts, R Gazzard
We 24 March J Hamer, V Stack

ATTENTION ALL YEAR 2 AND 4 DADS

Following what is sure be a most enjoyable Father's
Friday at the school on Friday 26 March, why not
come along to the Balgowlah RSL from 5.30pm to
meet with other St Cecilia's dads to discuss the events
of the day.

Name:

Child’s Class:

Please tick appropriate box below

YEAR 2 PARENTS NIGHT OUT

To celebrate the end of Term 1, Yr 2 parents are

invited to drinks and nibbles (or dinner) at Club Totem,

entrance on Condamine St. An area has been

reserved for us from 7.30pm on Wednesday 31 March.
Yr 2 Class Parents

Yes | will buy a rep jersey for $25

No | will borrow a rep jersey

YEAR 1 NIGHT OUT

We are really looking forward to seeing you all on
Thursday 25 March at Yok Thai Restaurant, Manly at
7.30pm. If you haven't had a chance to RSVP we
would love to hear from you. Please let Sandra or the
Virginias’ know. The dads will have a chance to catch
up on Saturday 27 March at Jim Higgins’ house for
gardening/maintenance working bee from 3 — 5pm.

YEAR 1 & 3 MUMS
Year 3 Mums are having dinner with the Year 1 Mum’s
on Thursday 25 March.

YEAR 3 DADS’ EVENT

All of the Year 3 dads are invited to attend a get
together at 7.30pm on Thursday 1 April 2010 at the
Manly Wharf Bar. No RSVP required, all you need to
do is just turn up.







